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Student Government 2008-9
Student Council Officers  
President Phil Kochsmeier
Vice-President Brittany Castle
Treasurer Song Ha Hong
Secretary Mike Balboa
Chaplain Patrick Cook

Senior Class Officers
President Christopher Lunger
Vice President Andrew Fetterhoff
Treasurer Ben Williams
Secretary Emily Birks
Chaplain Patrick Cook

Junior Class Officers
President Colton Hinkle
Vice President Amanda Rapp
Treasurer Sam Yandrofski
Secretary Kara Spangenberg
Chaplain Emily Steward

Sophomore Class Officers
President Hailey O'Rourke
Vice President Jon Morgan
Treasurer Abraham Polayes
Secretary Eun Sun Lee
Chaplain Brian Choi

New Teachers
Nahamia Gendi will be joining our faculty as 
a full-time Pre-Algebra, Algebra I and Algebra
II teacher. He holds a BA in Math Education
from Assiut University in Egypt and has twelve
years of teaching experience.

Sorina Higgins will join us full-time teaching
English 9, 10, and 12 and drama class. She has
exciting plans for performing Shakespeare’s
“A Mid-summer Night’s Dream” next spring.
She holds a BA in English and Music from
Gordon College and an MA in English from
Middlebury College. She also published a book
of poetry called The Significance of Swans.

Jerome Lucido will serve as a part-time
English teacher covering two sections of
English 11. He holds a BA in English from
Shelton College, a ThM from Dallas Theolog-
ical Seminary, and an MA in Communication
Arts from William Patterson University. He has
many years of teaching experience, mostly at
the college level, most recently at Lehigh
Valley College. He has also written a play to be
performed on Broadway!

Steve Bartulovich will be our new webmas-
ter, Vicki Hawk our new Scrip program coor-
dinator, and Maribel Landis will be our new
Praise Team advisor.

We are grateful for their willingness to serve
the Lord at LVCHS in these capacities.  Please
keep them in your prayers.

German Class Trip
Nineteen students from LVCHS, Dieruff and
William Allen High Schools went to Germany
for a three-week cultural experience. Two
teachers from Dieruff High School and
William Allen High School were chaperones.
Unfortunately this year, Mrs. Erika Weber, our
German teacher, was unable to go on the trip
due to family needs.  After experiencing some
inclement weather, this year’s students finally
took to the skies on Sunday, June 15th. After 
a connection in Frankfurt, they safely arrived 
in Saarbrucken, Germany on Monday after-
noon. Our LVCHS students traveling in
Germany were:

Tim Lesperance, 11th
Tori Lofthouse, 11th
Emily Steward, 11th
Brandon Zongora, 11th
Kristen Zackavitch, 12th 

New Coaches
Amanda Brennan — Girls Volleyball
Brodie Sivley — Field Hockey
Paul Kocher — Boys asketball

Missed the Homecoming activities? See page 3 to catch the high-
lights and find out more about the new LVCHS Alumni Association 
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Coach Alex Sackey earned his 200th victory this
year, another phenomenal feat.

The final highlight, as you can imagine, was gradua-
tion. My first LVCHS graduation will always have a
special place in my heart. Watching those 35 young
men and women receive the fruit of their labors,
seeing the glory being given to God and hearing the
gratitude expressed to their parents was priceless.
As parents, pastors and professors we have part-
nered to fulfill our task of training up these young
people in the ways of the Lord. As they launch forth
from here we entrust them to His care, believing
that He has great things in store for them!

As I look ahead to next year, I am excited about the
plans God has for us! I believe we will move much
closer to the fulfillment of our “sportatorium”
dream. I look forward to our first drama class pro-
duction, directed by Sorina Higgins. I can’t wait
until Spiritual Life Week when everyone will meet
Dave and Jan Santos, our hosts on the missions trip
to Brazil. I plan to institute two Community Service
Days in our calendar, to give our students more
opportunities to practice their faith. I am enthused
about our participation in a new athletic confer-
ence, the Atlantic Coast Christian Athletic
Conference, which should strengthen our sports
program.

I am saddened by the departure of our graduates
and some of our teachers (Stephanie Caceres,
Elizabeth Pruitt, Eileen Snover, Charles
Bloomfield). Yet I am excited about those new fac-
ulty members joining our team (Nahamia Gendi,
Sorina Higgins, Jerome Lucido), as well as by the
new crop of students who are joining us. I am
pleased that some of you have chosen to be part of
our Ambassador Program for recruiting new stu-
dents, and others are serving as School-Church
Liaison Volunteer Helpers (SCLVH) to help
improve our relationships with the evangelical
churches of the Lehigh Valley. I would be thrilled to
have many more join in these efforts.

Things will be difficult this coming year without Mr.
Bloomfield, but I have confidence that our 
faculty and staff will pull together and do an even
better job than they did this year. I am also grateful
to our committed group of board members, who
have pitched in to help in numerous ways:  Pastor
David Kochsmeier (chairman), Dr. Alan Pense
(vice-chairman), Kevin Olsen (treasurer), John
Hughes (secretary), Leeann Long, Dean Smith, Jay
O’Rourke, Mark Lomastro and Pastor Rob Fields.

Thank you all for all you have done to make this a
great first year for me! May we have many more
together, and may God get all the glory!

First Year Continued from page 1

Snapshots 2008!

Missions trip to Brazil over Thanksgiving

Julia Craig, ’09 performs during the 
“Spiritual Life Week” Retreat.

Mr. Brennan discussed “Intelligent Design”
on Channel 39’s “Lehigh Valley Tempo.” 

Kristen Zackavitch ’09 performs at the 
ACSI Fine Arts Festival at Philadelphia
Biblical University.

Another beautiful Junior-Senior Banquet
during May. The theme was Terra De Dolce
(Candyland). 
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This month I complete an entire year of
service at LVCHS. As I think back over
this year of transition, some special
moments stand out in my mind.

There were many notable “firsts” for me, but one
that stands out is my first LVCHS Spiritual Life
Week. Our students were challenged by Bobby
Lanyon and Billy Dunn to deepen their commit-
ment to Jesus Christ, and it was great to hear their
responses both at the retreat as well as during the
testimony times in Chapel. Having a student sit in
my office and share that he had just trusted Jesus
as his personal Savior was a sensational moment!
Seeing God at work in the lives of our students is
my greatest joy!

Seeing our students putting their faith into action
this year is another highlight of mine. The mis-
sions trip to Brazil brings back unforgettable
memories of God’s power and provision. Praying
with our students around the flagpole, at the abor-
tion clinic, at the future site of our gym and at
Bethlehem’s National Day of Prayer service were
all very special moments. Regular prayer times
with our faculty, staff and administration and see-
ing the faithful “Moms in Touch” group praying for
us were very encouraging times. There is no bet-
ter use of time and energy than to enter God’s
presence through prayer.

Another “first” for me was having a pep rally in the
courtyard in the snow! And later we had a pep rally
in the hallway! I’m ready for this gym to be built,
aren’t you? The generosity of our LVCHS commu-
nity also stood out to me this year. I am so thank-
ful for the generous donations towards our gym
(see Campaign Update and Prospective article),
as well as provisions of a van, SmartBoards, an
AED and numerous other wonderful donations. I
was also very encouraged by the dedicated stu-
dents who invested a week of their summer to
paint and “spruce up” our building!

It was great to see our music program grow and
develop. Hearing our students use their musical
abilities to praise the Lord was a real blessing, and
seeing our instrumental ensemble perform for
the first time was exciting! It was particularly
touching to meet with Gene Parris and hear that
one of Donna Parris’ last wishes was to establish
a scholarship at LVCHS to support the music pro-
gram and to encourage our students to pursue
music as a major and a ministry.

Another highlight for me was to see the academic
excellence provided by LVCHS and demonstrated
in a number of our students! We inducted 17 new
students in the National Honor Society, and we
had numerous students who made the Honor Roll
all four quarters this year! Many of our graduates
were honored with special awards and scholar-
ships as a result as well. The lists of the names of
these students can be found on our website, as
well as many more details about the events that
occurred this past year!

What really makes LVCHS special are the people
who serve and study here. We have a great faculty
and staff, and a great student body as well. As a
part of our 20th anniversary celebration we recog-
nized many of our board members, administra-
tors, faculty and staff members who have earned
5, 10, 15 and 20-year pins for faithful service. The
complete list is on the website, but we have four
individuals (Henry Crush, Royce Seifert, James &
Ruth VanDuzer) who have served 20 years. Dr.
Alan Russell retired from the board after 17 years
of service, a feat equaled only by Board Member
Leeann Long!

First Year Reflections
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On June 6th, our Lehigh Valley
Christian High School graduates
enjoyed their last time together
before embarking upon the next

phase of their lives. For 34 of our 35 grads that
next step is continuing education at a variety of
colleges and universities. 

For the second time in three years the school
had co-valedictorians. Gwen Elizabeth Rapp and
Benjamin Michael Kusiak shared this year’s 
highest academic honors. 

Gwen shared memo-
rable moments of her
Bethlehem Christian
School and LVCHS
years. “I believe the
greatest way in which I
have been blessed and
have grown while at
LVCHS is spiritually. I
really appreciate the
way all of our teachers
work to incorporate
biblical truths into

their classes, even math. Specifically, my Bible
classes with Mr. VanDuzer have really helped me
to mature in my understanding of the Bible and
have reinforced in me that standing up for my
faith is always the right thing to do.” Gwen also
shared a humorous story about this year’s
Honors English class trip to New York City. The
students were not prepared with exact change
for bus fare, and had to scrounge up change and

seek donations from the passengers to come up
with the last four dollars. “We must have been
quite a sight, but we had a ton of fun!” 

During his remarks, Ben referenced author C.S.
Lewis the “Great Defender of the Christian
Faith.” Quoting Lewis about the “devilish cun-
ning of the enemy’s plan” against believers, Ben
noted that Lewis issued a warning to believers

concerning those who
would deceive them
and attempt to draw
them away from the
faith. “As Paul said, ‘I
urge you to live a life
worthy of the calling
you have received.’ ”
Ben then added,
“There is a standard
by which we will be
judged. That standard
is Jesus Christ.” 

This year the baton of leadership was passed
from Principal Charles Bloomfield to first-year
Head of School, Robert J. Brennan, Jr. Mr.
Brennan announced the end-of-summer retire-
ment of Mr. Bloomfield and recognized his 43
years of service to the Christian school move-
ment. He also noted that “Mr. B” recently was
selected to receive the ACSI Career Service and
Achievement Award, in recognition of individuals
who have dedicated all or a significant portion of
their professional careers to Christian schooling. 

Class of 2008 Praises and
Challenges Before Moving On

Gwen Rapp
Co-Valedictorian 

Benjamin Kusiak
Co-Valedictorian 

Continued on page 4
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What an incredible year it has
been! By God’s grace and the
generosity of His children, we
have raised over $142,000 to-

ward our capital campaign goal to build our gym.
This brings our comprehensive cash total to just
over $400,000, with pledges that take this total to
$567,000. Praise the Lord! It has also been excit-
ing to see the progress of building permits and
approvals. Jay Musselman and his associates have
skillfully shepherded our building plans over the
necessary hurdles in order to have us ready to
start construction when the funding is complete. 

The Spring “Gala of the Stars” dinner, organized
by John Moser and his dedicated committee, was
a great success showcasing our student talent
and raising over $90,000 in cash and pledges.

During the evening, we announced that our future
gym floor will be called the “Melanie E. Smith
Court” in memory of former LVCHS student-ath-
lete Melanie E. Smith. We pray that God’s provi-
sion of this gym will further enhance our ability to
train up young men and women who love the Lord
as Melanie did!

Perspective
Recently I was deeply moved while listening to a
radio broadcast featuring Pastor David Jeremiah.
He was preaching about Gideon (Judges 6 & 7).
At one point, referring to God’s reduction of
Gideon’s army from 32,000 to 300, Pastor Jeremiah
explained. “God knew what He was doing. He was
giving Gideon an opportunity to participate in
something so great that when it was accom-
plished only God could get the credit. He was par-
ing down his resources in such a way that when
the victory was won, Gideon would have to say
from the core of his being, ‘this is no way me, this
is God!’ ”   

Amen! I agree. God-sized projects are always like
that. When we do only what we are able to do in 

our own strength, we get man-sized results.
Pastor Jeremiah challenges us by asking, “What
are you contemplating for God that is so outra-
geous, so great, that if it actually happens, He will
be the only one who can get the credit? Unless we
live at that level, we are not really living by faith.” 

We want to see God at work in the ministry of
LVCHS.  We want to see students walking with God
and impacting our world for Christ. We want to
see enrollment grow and the gym be built.  We
want to see teachers passionately pouring their
lives into our students. We want to see students
excelling academically. We want to see healthy,
godly Christian families. But we don’t want man-
sized results. We want God-sized results, and we
want Him to get all the glory!  Yes, we will contin-

By Robert J. Brennan, Jr.

Continued on page 2

Campaign Update and Perspective

Emily Birks, ’09 shared testimony at the “Gala of the Stars”. 
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Student Name Future Plans
Josiah Barr Workforce 

Tirela Bennett Liberty University

Andrew Coffarelli U.S. Naval Reserves/ 

Northampton Community College

Matthew Cooper Calvin College

Grayson Davis Philadelphia Biblical University

Amy Frei Gordon College

Stephen Green Moravian College

Kelli Gunkle Lehigh Carbon Community College

Rania Hanna Moravian College

Tiffany Hess Eastern University

Kimberly Jones Tentative: University of Japan

Rushi Kanani Purdue University

Aaron Kochsmeier Pennsylvania College of Technology

Benjamin Kusiak Lehigh University

Eun Hye Lee Pennsylvania State University 

Alyssa Leto Culinary Institute of America

Mark Lomastro Geneva College

Kennon Matthews Florida Institute of Technology

Melissa McFarland Liberty University

Kimberly McKeever Moravian College

Donovan O’Rourke Arizona State University

Young Eun Oh Drake University

Aaron Pilch Warren County Community College

Gwen Rapp Philadelphia Biblical University

Briani Rendon Eastern University

Britney Restivo Eastern University

Lydia Reynolds Eastern University

Jon Seiple Rowan University

JuAh Seok Howard University 

Sunny Shah Oakmont Community College 

Timothy Steward Widener University

Brittany Trawin Warren County Community College

Brittany Troyer Elim Bible Institute

Lecora Willis Lehigh Carbon Community College

Allison Yost Lehigh Carbon Community College

‘08 Graduates Future Plans

Above left: Kelli Gunkle receives hug from her mother. Above right: International student, Kay Jones
enjoys the post-graduation reception in her Japanese kimono. Below: Ministry in Music: Donovan
O’Rourke, Andy Coffarelli and Matt Cooper    
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Benjamin Kusiak
• The Board of Directors Award for 

All-Round Senior
• Keystone Nazareth Charitable Foundation 

award for scholastic achievement, service 
& leadership

• Lehigh University Dean's Scholarship

Gwen Rapp
• The Donley Award for Excellence
• Cohen Feeley “Best of the Best 2008” Award
• Charles Dent Congressional Award for 

Citizenship

Kimberly McKeever
• The LVCHS School Spirit Award
• LVCHS Scholar Athlete of the Year
• Samuel A. Green Scholarship-

First Trust Bank
• Moravian College Trustee Scholarship

Melissa McFarland
• Future Teacher Scholarship

Grayson (Gracie) Davis
• The Barbara Bolich Memorial Award 

for the study of Music

Matthew Cooper
• Calvin Presidential Scholarship

Donovan O’Rourke
• Sun Devil Scholarship for outstanding 

non-resident student academic achievement

Young Eun Oh
• Presidential Scholarship - Drake University

Rania Hanna
• Comenius Scholarship

Grace Lee
• Simon of Cyrene Award for outstanding 

international student

Tirela Bennett
• The Paul Award for dramatic improvement

Gwen Rapp and Benjamin Kusiak
• Lehigh University Scholars Program 

Participants

Awards Convocation Recognitions
Kimberly McKeever and Jon Seiple
Girls and Boys Soccer Scholar Athletes

LVCHS Christian Character Award recipients:

Leadership: Colton Hinkle
Brittany Castle

Servanthood: Chris Lunger
Julia Craig

Faithfulness: Samuel Yandrofski
Gwen Rapp

Encourager: Philip Kochsmeier
Ashley Dean

Courageous: Christopher Mullane  
Audrey Lea

Graduation Award Recipients

Upon completing his ninth year
of service at Lehigh Valley
Christian High School, Mr.
Charles Bloomfield retired

this summer. During his career, he invested
43 years of service in Christian education.
Through those years, he selflessly invested
his efforts into the lives of students and
teachers alike. “During the past year, he
has served as my mentor, advisor, coun-
selor and friend,” said Mr. Robert J.
Brennan, Jr., Head of School. “He has done
so much behind the scenes to keep this
school running smoothly. None of us will
fully realize the extent of his service until
we try to go on without him this coming
year.” 

While there is no way to adequately “thank” 
Mr. B or honor him appropriately, we are
sure that there are many treasures stored
up in heaven for this fine educator and
advocate of Christian education. May God

richly bless Principal Charles Bloomfield
and his wife Carolyn as they continue in
ministry. We are deeply grateful for his
leadership in taking LVCHS through accred-
itation and for shepherding the school
through its greatest growth years. Most
importantly, we appreciate his demonstra-
tion of Christ-like love to scores of stu-
dents, teachers and colleagues.

Thank you and may God bless you.

Principal Charles Bloomfield Retires

Perspective Continued from page 1

ue to work hard, but always mindful that it is God
who is in control and God who gets the glory!

I am reminded of a story in The Morning Call
entitled “Red Cross is bequeathed $1 million.”
The charity never knew the benefactor or why he
wanted to help Red Cross. While amazing, it
clearly shows how blessings can come in ways we
never expected.

So I ask you, can God bless LVCHS in a new way?
I appeal to you to commit yourself to PRAY daily
for God to do His extraordinary work at LVCHS,
especially in the hearts and souls of our students
and to finally build that gym.

Will you do that? Will you believe that the Lord
can accomplish outrageous things here? May this
Latin expression be true of LVCHS — “solo deo
gloria” — to God alone be the glory!

“Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably
more than all we ask or imagine, according to
His power that is at work within us, to Him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus through-
out all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”
Eph. 3:20-21

Find out more online @ www.lvchs.org
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LVCHS Alumni Association Launched

Creating an Alumni Association for has
been a dream for many at the school
for many years. Through the gener-
ous gift of The Julius & Katheryn

Hommer Foundation, this dream is now a reality.
This past year Sean McKeever (‘04) came on
board as the school’s first Alumni Director. He is
excited to begin building an organization that will
touch many lives and facilitate much good over
the coming years.

We Need Your Help!
For the LVCHS Alumni Association to be a com-
plete success, we need to form a complete 
family. The only way to accomplish this is to
establish contact with everyone who attended
LVCHS. If you have contact information for any-
one who has attended LVCHS (whether they
graduated or not), please send it to Sean
McKeever at s.mckeever@lvchs.org. 

2007-2008 
Athletic Awards

LVCHS Scholar Athlete Kim McKeever
Senior Kim McKeever was named the LVCHS
Scholar Athlete for 2007-8. Kim played soccer for
four years and played basketball as a freshman.
She was also this year’s recipient of the LVCHS
“School Spirit” award.  Kim plans to attend
Moravian College in the fall.

Brittany Troyer Scores Again!
Senior Brittany Troyer led the LVCHS girls’
soccer team with 23 goals and 4 assists for a
total of 50 points.  At the end of the season,
she was ranked by The Morning Call as the 9th
best girls’ soccer playerin the Lehigh Valley.

Coach Dale Sommons Retires
After 13 years coaching our Boys Cougars basketball teams, Coach Dale Sommons announced
his retirement during the Athletic Awards evening.  Coach Sommons completed his LVCHS
coaching tenure with a 195-94 win/loss record, the best record ever for our boys' basketball!
Under Coach Sommons our Cougar Men reached the playoffs seven different seasons.
Previously he coached at Saucon Valley High School and United Wesleyan College.  All together
he coached 28 basketball seasons.  Former assistant Paul Kocher now takes over the Cougars
during the 2008/09 season.  Thanks Coach Dale for a “hoop” full of memories!

Team MVPs
Girls’ Soccer Brittany Troyer
Boys’ Soccer Jon Seiple
Cheerleading Kelly Robertson
Field Hockey Jenny Carmona
Girls’ Basketball Britney Restivo

Boys’ Basketball Kennon Matthews
Baseball Andrew Kulp
Track & Field Amanda Restivo

Joel Hoogerhyde
Volleyball Katie Brennan

Britney Restivo Alumni News
Dozens of LVCHS graduates are involved in full-
time Christian service, including missions work,
serving in the military and working in companies
and organizations throughout the U.S. and
beyond. You can find a full listing of these alum-
ni at www.lvchs.org/alumni. Visit the site to
read in-depth profiles on Alison Conklin and Fabi
DeSouza. 

Alison (Dewhurst) Conklin, ’98 is one of the
Lehigh Valley’s most successful photographers,
and she uses her photography to promote truth.  

Kim Russell, ’98 and Matthew Christman,
(attended LVCHS from ’94-’97) were married on
May 17, 2008, at Faith Evangelical Free Church in

Trexlertown, PA. They are residing in nearby
Zionsville. Kim works for Penn Treaty Insurance
as a claims examiner, and Matthew works for
Target as a display manager.

Fabi DeSouza, ’03 is the founder of Quench the
Thirst ’08. Through this project, she is planning
and financing the building of a potable water sys-
tem for the Mutulu tribe in Kenya.  

Benjamin Kusiak, ’08, newly graduated co-vale-
dictorian, begins an internship under the VP of
Engineering at FL Smidth, formerly The Fuller
Company in Bethlehem, Pa. He will attend Lehigh
University in the fall.

20th
Anniversary
& Alumni
Homecoming

May 10 was a momentous day for
LVCHS. Not only did that day
commemorate the 20th anni-
versary of LVCHS, but it also

embodied the first ever alumni activities of the
new Alumni Association. The Association was
founded to create a sense of family among all
attendees of LVCHS. It strives to link members of
LVCHS’ past with one another and with the pres-
ent LVCHS population.

Those efforts came together in May. During the
school’s 20th birthday party, alumni shared with
teachers, current students and their families,
and fellow alumni what LVCHS meant to them and
how their LVCHS experience shaped their lives.
Other alumni not attending were also honored.
Teachers and faculty members were also recog-
nized with awards given for 5, 10, 15, and 20 years
of service.

Steph Ritter, ’05 really enjoyed the day. She said
the multi-class reunion was good because,
“sometimes it’s hard to get in touch with peo-
ple.” She said it was great “to catch up with old
friends and to see some new faces.” Great live
music for the day was provided by Jesse
Thompson, ’03 and Taylor Thompson, ’07 and
their friend Seth.  

On the lighter side after alumni testimonies, 
faculty member Henry Crush and Jeff Frei, ’03
reenacted their performance from the talent
show at the 2003 Retreat.  It showed impressive

memories on their part, and their singing wasn’t
too bad either!

Perhaps the biggest hit of the day was the alumni
soccer game. Members from the current boys’
soccer team challenged the alumni to an eight-
on-eight, 60-minute soccer game. The game was
a lot of fun. Alex Miller, ’07, who set the all-time
goals-scored mark during his time at LVCHS,
said, “The alumni soccer game was not only a
chance to play soccer against the current LVCHS
team, but also a chance to rekindle friendships
that had been lost or forgotten. It was great to
see familiar faces and play soccer with friends
from past years.”

The fans had a good time too. Steph Ritter said,
“I think it was neat to see the soccer players of
previous years playing against the current play-
ers.”  Who won?  In the end, the alumni, despite
being older and in poorer shape, proved to be the
better second-half team and pulled away from
the younger LVC team to win comfortably, 4-1.

ATTENTION — A girls’ alumnae game, against
our Lady Cougars is also slated for August.

After a great day of camaraderie, the school’s
first homecoming was probably sized up by
JJ Meyer, ’04 who enthusiastically said, “I can’t
wait until they become annual events and even
more people come!”  

Well JJ has gotten half his wish. A similar event is
already on next year’s schedule. It will be held in
late May 2009 so stay tuned for more details.
Let’s hear from more of you to make next year’s
events an incredible success!

For more information on the LVCHS Alumni
Association or to view an expanded photo essay
of the May event, visit www.lvchs.org/alumni.
You will find the lists of honored alumni and
teachers on the website as well. If you see a
name that is missing, please send it to Sean
McKeever at s.mckeever@lvchs.org. 

COUGARS
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