THE NEwW COUGAR COMMUNICATIONS

Parent/Student Information ...

Phone: 610-821-9443
Fax: 610-821-5527

E-mail: Ivchs@lvchs.org H Thanksgiving. What does that word bring to mind? Food? Football? j§
| Family? Fun? Free days? Festivities? Faith? :

@ Yesterday in my devotions | read Psalm 46 and was reminded of some of the

N many things for which | can and should be thankful. Verse 1 says,

December, 2008 “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.”

Wow! What a tremendous truth in these times of distress! Then | got to
j verse 10, which says, .

Inside this issue:

“Be still, and know that | am God;
I will be exalted among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth.”

Parent/Student 1 B} How often do | stop and be silent so that God can speak? Would you be [
d willing to take some time this weekend to get alone with God and just listen to
Parent/Student > N Him? This was something that our Spiritual Life Week speaker urged us to
Media Center H do as welll | am thankful that God is my Father and my Savior, and that He
M listens to me and speaks to me through His Word! How do people survive §
Host Family Info 3 { who don’t know Him?

Alumni Information

DIA News 4 We will be ordering Scrip on the following dates in December:

© Thursday, December 4
© Tuesday, December 9
© Tuesday, December 16

Sports Information 5

Guidance Corner 5
PBS Information 6 The Senior Class will be at Barnes & Noble at the Promenade Shops in Saucon
Jeans Days Valley on Saturday November 29 between 10am and 4 pm. Presents purchased at

Barnes & Noble can be wrapped while you shop. Come support our class!

SCHOOL CALENDAR:

* December 1—Thanksgiving Break—no school * December 23—Last day of school before
(snow day #1) Christmas break—half day (12:17 dismissal)
* December 2—Basketball Scrimmage * December 24—Christmas Break begins—no
school

* December 4—Picture retake day
Looking Ahead....

* December 4—Winter Sports games begin
« January 5, 2009—Classes resume

* December 11—Christmas Concert (7:00 p.m.) at
Steel City Mennonite Church * January 16 & 20—Exam review days

« December 19—Academic Progress Reports—check  * January 21, 22, 23—Semester Exams (1/2
InfoDirect day) - No Approved illegal Absences)
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November Board Meeting

| am also very thankful for the faithful men and women who serve on our school board. Their selfless service is
what maintains the mission and vision of LVCHS on track. They establish policy for the school, do the long-range
planning and keep track of the financial status of the school. They are a great group of advisors and supporters for
me as the Head of School.

This month we had a special speaker at our meeting, Dr. Bruce Lockerbie from PAIDEIA. He shared some helpful
insights on handling Christian school finances and on the roles of the board and the head in governance. We also
discussed a number of practical issues, including our new membership in the Lehigh Valley Chamber of
Commerce, our expanding efforts at marketing the school, and the current status of the gym project.

We just had a meeting with Musselman & Associates and Base Engineering about the status of our gym plans as
submitted to the Lehigh County Conservation District. The issue that is holding us up is our storm water manage-
ment plan. We have made the requested changes and re-submitted the plans twice already, and we are now
working on a third modification and re-submission. Pray that God will enable us to find favor in the eyes of the
“king” and that this hurdle could be cleared. (Proverbs 21:1)

As you saw in the appeal letter you received recently, we are moving ahead with our fund-raising for the gym, as
well as for other needs in our school community. We also had repairs done recently on the heating system, which
have resulted in a much more consistent distribution of heat throughout the building! Praise the Lord!

School News

We are well into the 2™ quarter now, and we are thankful for the good Parent-Teacher Conferences held earlier
this month. Over 220 conferences were held, all with the desire to partner together for the good of our students!
Our next round of Progress Reports will go out this week. The Academic Restriction (AR) list will be calculated
using both 1%' & 2" quarter grades.

We recently submitted our annual accreditation report to ACSI. This is a series of documents in which we assess
ourselves against their national standards, as well as responding to specific recommendations the accreditation
committee made in the past. These documents are available in the office for your review. The same is true
regarding our financial documents.

This past week, four of our Student Council officers and their advisor (Mr. VanDuzer) participated in the ACSI
Student Leadership Retreat and came back with some very good ideas for how to improve our school. It is exciting
to see God working in the lives of our students in this area of leadership.

Our Fall Athletic Awards Night was well-attended last Friday. It was great to see our athletes recognized for their
efforts, and even more important, to hear how God has worked in their lives through athletics. Amanda Rapp was
named MVP for field hockey, Phil Kochsmeier for soccer and Katie Brennan for volleyball. These last two earned
“all-conference” honors in their sports, along with Song Ha Hong and Pat Cook in soccer. Congratulations!

Patrick Cook—LVCHS Nominee for Soccer Scholar Athlete of the Lehigh Valley. Congratulations!

Media Center ...

A good book on your shelf is a friend that turns its back on you
and remains a friend. ~Author Unknown

The worth of a book is to be measured by what you can carry away
from it. ~James Bryce
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Coming Events

We will be initiating a new round of options during activity period starting in December. Basketball & cheerleading
season begins with home games on Thursday, December 4™, and we will have a season kick-off pep rally. Our
annual Choir Christmas Concert will be the following Thursday, December 11", at Steel City Mennonite Church.
We would love to have many of you in attendance!

We are trying some creative ways to partner with our sending schools in marketing via radio spots and the website.
We are also considering some joint athletic events, as well as some informational sessions for students and parents
about the high school. Our enrollment is up to 167, and we only have spaces left in 9" and 11" grades.

Alum: News

"You should have received a letter in the mail asking for the addresses of LVCHS Alumni (whether they are your
own children or those whom you know). We are hoping to send out the first of an annual series of newsletters to
the alumni very soon. We cannot do that without addresses for the alumni. 1T you have any contact information
for them, 1 would greatly appreciate it if you passed it along. You can either drop it off, mail it to the school or
you can e-mail the information to Sean McKeever at s.mckeever@Ivchs.org. Thank you for your help!"

Host Families Needed: The academic standards and Christian environment of LVCHS have a reputation far
beyond the boundaries of the Lehigh Valley. We are continually getting requests from students in other countries
who would like to attend LVCHS. If you or your children have met some of these students, you know what a great
addition they have been to LVCHS. However, in order for these international students to come here they also need
a host family where they can stay during their time in the US.

If your family would like to know more about what is involved in hosting an international student, or if you know
of other families who might be interested, please contact the admissions director, Dr. Russell, at 610-703-5545.
One immediate need is for a host family for a young lady from Paraguay. She is 17 and would just be here for 2™
semester. She speaks Spanish and English. If you are interested, please contact the school office.




Annual Appeal Letter/ Match Gift — As shared last
month, we wish to match a special $20,000 gift to the
school designated for the school’s operating costs, including
our tuition assistance program that helps families struggling
to pay their tuition payments. We are also attempting to
match a previous $10,000 gift also for our operating needs.
We know the economy is stretching many of us --but if you
have the means to help during our Thanksgiving/Christmas
appeal season, that would be joy to the school!

Technology Grant Blessing!

The Century Fund has informed LVCHS that in
December we will receive $7,500 to help with our
effort to update several faculty/staff computers. With
several recent donations and possibly somebody
responding to our “Be An Angel” request, we are
getting very close to addressing this very important
need. We have to replace many older PC units to be
able to handle the new Ren-Web school management
software program.

Student Computers -- In the future we must also
replace a number of computers in our student computer
lab. To help outfit our students with updated PC units,
please contact Mr. James Hurst, our technology
coordinator at 610-821-9443 Ext. 31. Mr. Hurst is also
very interested in developing several inspirational,
motivational banners for the computer lab. If inter-
ested in helping to make this visual need come to pass,
also call Mr. Hurst.

Morning Call “Be an Angel”
Campaign

Once again LVCHS is participating in the annual Morn-
ing Call "Be an Angel” campaign which makes it possi-
ble for Lehigh Valley non-profits to communicate their
organization’s needs to area donors. Over the Thanks-
giving weekend, the Call will publish an insert listing our
needs under the “Schools” section. Possibly, you may
want to be an “Angel” by helping us — or by telling
somebody about this opportunity to bless us: Our
“Angel” needs this year are:

1. Monetary donation to purchase a SMART Board,
interactive whiteboard for our physics classroom to
better instruct our students.

(Est. cost: $1,500)

2. Donation of a new laptop with for our school’s devel-
opment/admission’s office.
(Est. cost: $850.00)

3. Donation of a new PC with DVD Read/RW and wide-
screen monitor for the school. (Est. $1,100)

# $ % - we express a very warm
appreciation to all who presented Lehigh Valley
Christian H.S. with a cash contribution or in-kind
donation during 2008. We wish we didn’t have to
ask but it does indeed humble us and does make us
dependent upon the Lord. I think all us recognize
that our Nation enters 2009 with questions and
uncertainties. At LVC we will rest in the “hollow”
of the Master’s hands. This is His school and we
are only his stewards. His loving hands are big
enough to hold collectively our home finances and
our school budget. We also know that if we love
him, “all things will work together for good.”
That’s a wonderful promise from our Great
Provider. So let us rejoice together!
& - 1 C ) $ %
& &
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Sports Information..... “Excellence is a Habit!”

“And whatever you do in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father.” Colossians 3:17

Parents of Athletes: Please be aware that school policy is that students may not transport other students (except
siblings) to athletic practices and events, even with parent permission. This is for safety and insurance reasons.

2008 Fall Sports Award Recipients

Boy’s Soccer: Volleyball: Field Hockey:
Patrick Cook—All conference player, Katie Brennan—All conference player, Jennifer Carmona—Leadership
leadership, most improved offense Varsity MVP

Victoria Hawk—Leadership
Sung ha Hong—All conference player Samantha Matthews—JV MVP, Captain

Brielle Mertus—Most improved defense
Philip Kochsmeier—All conference player, Kelsey Mendres—Most improved varsity

Varsity MVP offense Amanda Rapp—MVP
Silik Polayes—Leadership Juliana Oberman—Most improved varsity Natalie Baca—Most improved offense
defense

Benjamin Williams—Leadership
Mandy Fields: Most improved Junior
Scott Kwon—Most improved defense Varsity

From the Guidance Office:

2008-2009 ACT Registration Deadlines

Test Dates Registration Test Dates Registration

December 13 November 7 April 4 February 27

February 7 January 6 June 13 May 8

Useful websites for career information

www.careerdirectonline.org www.actstudent.org/career/aboutwwm.html
2008-2009 SAT Registration Deadlines
Test Dates Regular Late
December 6 November 5 November 18
January 24 December 26 January 6
March 14 February 10 February 24
May 2 March 31 April 9
June 6 May 5 May 15

Visit www.actstudent.org for registration information Register online at www.collegeboard.com




Sophomore Class Fund Raisers Ice Skating Night

Date: December 23, 2008
Selling: Joe Corbi’s Products Times: 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
Selling dates: Now until Monday, December 1 Location: The Rink at Lehigh Valley
Delivery: Monday, December 15 @ 12:30 3323 7th Street
p.m. Whitehall, PA 18052

610-434-6899
Please make checks payable to LVCHS—

If any questions please call Hailey O’Rourke

BABYSITTING—Available Saturday, December 13 2008

Drop your children off with Lehigh Valley Christian High School Seniors and parents for a fun
night of games, crafts, sports, and more, while you do your Christmas shopping or enjoy a

quiet afternoon.

Date and Time:

Location:

Saturday, December 13, 2008 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Prices: $10.00 for first child, $5.00 for each additional child in family

First Baptist Church, 1808 North 19th Street, Allentown, PA

No age restrictions—children must be potty trained. Space is limited so reserve your spot today!
Call 484-597-0591 or e-mail ainsalacol1@aol.com

PBS NeWSQOQ €00 0600000 0

2008-2009 Seniors

holiday season by contributing to the PBS
Staff Christmas Fund. Each staff member
will receive a Christmas gift from LVCHS
parents from the collected donations. Please
send donations to the school office marked

Prayer Groups:

All LVCHS moms are

opportunity will be
available again this year if
there is sufficient interest.

Please e-mail Mr. Brennan
(bob.brennan@lvchs.org) if
you would like to be part of

Jeans Days:

Tuesday, April 7—also soccer, baseball and
track team jersey day

Friday, April 17

Friday, May 1—will add a 2™ jeans day if we
make the play-offs

Seniors—Don’t forget to submit five i:::ttglct:?-lg?:l;:r:: fr:?l_yo‘l’jvlt[? © Thursday, December 4—basketball &
pictures of yourself, ranging from baby | | prayer group. We meet every © cheerleading Jersey day
Friday from 8:30 to 9:30 am Friday, December 19
to present day by December 1, 2008.| | ./ pray for LVCHS, the staff, © Fridar, Jamuare o—basketball &
These pictures will be made into a DVD the Board, and our kids. v v }
to be sh ¢ Graduati For more information, cheerleading Jersey day
0 be shown at Lraduation as you are please contact Lori Mertus © Friday, January 23—last day of 1st
receiving your diploma. Thank you! (61 0-8::?5;%2;230;63?;[] Cook semester exams
) © Tuesday, February 10—will add a
In recent years we have had a 2" jeans day if we make the play-offs
PBS: prayer meeting for school © Friday, March 6
fathers that meets one !
Parents: Please show your evening per month, usually © Friday, March 20—also soccer, baseball and
) the second Monday evening. i
appreciation to the LVCHS staff this| [1his y J © track team jersey day
©
©
©

PBS STAFF
December 19.

CHRISTMAS by

this group.

Wednesday, June 10—last day of 2™
semester exams (half-day)




